Scouting Report

DATE: 11-13-15, 12-19-15, 12-30-15, 1-6-16, 1-28-16, 2-6-16
, 3-3-16
GAME: Mount St. Mary’s @ Maryland, Princeton @ Maryland (in Baltimore), Penn State @ Maryland, Rutgers @ Maryland, Iowa @ Maryland, Purdue @ Maryland, Illinois @ Maryland
SCOUT: Greg Walter


PLAYER/#: Diamond Stone #33


SCHOOL/TEAM: Maryland


CLASS: Freshman
HEIGHT: 6’11
WEIGHT: 255

POSITION: Center


BODY/ATHLETICISM: Big frame. Could add some weight 15-20 pounds without hurting his play. Long, lengthy. Needs to get stronger in upper and lower body. Good athlete for size. Runs the floor well. More of a quick jumper than a high leaper. Shows good quickness, but needs to work on his feet some. Needs to improve his explosiveness.
SHOOTING: Has good range 12-15 feet, will expand. Nice arc, form and rotation on shot. Can finish hook shot in the lane with either hand. Will use either hand at any time when driving to the basket. Has a very soft touch. Will finish with a dunk when around the basket, especially off offensive rebounds. Very solid free throw shooter (78%).
POSITION OFFENSE: Has to learn to see the floor more when he has the ball in the post. He tends to sometimes just put his head down and make a move to the bucket.  He gets caught too far underneath the basket at times resulting in his shot getting blocked. Gets great position on offense. Can post or face-up. Starting to develop a midrange jumper more. Extremely effective in the post. Has the length to score on anyone. Great hands. Needs to learn on gathering quicker. Once he does gather he does go up strong. Plays with a mean streak and can dominate a game down low (39 points, 12 rebounds against Rutgers). Scores a lot off the offensive glass. Not afraid to finish with dunks. Has a good handle for a big guy and is not afraid to take it all the way on a break occasionally. Uses a step through euro move when on the break.
DEFENSE/REBOUNDING: Needs to develop more awareness on defense. This is where he has struggled, but is improving. Tends to lose his man at times. Stiff, high stance. Needs to work on his footwork and agility. Has a great ability to recover and is a good help side defender close to the bucket. Will block shots, has potential to be a solid interior and shot blocking Center. Very active on the offensive and defensive glass. Gets great position and boxes his man out well. Goes up strong with two hands and is very strong with the ball. No one tries to take the ball from him.
MISCELLANEOUS: Plays with a mean streak. When he gets his confidence and gets a quick start he is extremely tough to stop in the paint. Once he gets stronger he will be even more dominant. Starting to take a few more midrange jumpers, and if he continues to expand that he will be a big threat in the NBA. He is improving on defense every game, and Coach Mark Turgeon has moved him into the starting lineup instead of coming off the bench. 
OVERALL RATING: Surefire first round pick in the 2016 NBA draft. Has potential to go in the top 10. More realistic case is anywhere from 14-20 range. If he has a big rest of the season his stock is going to sky rocket. He could also return for his sophomore season and he would still be an early first round lock.
